ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
OF
SOUTH LITTLETON

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD
ON THURSDAY 16 MAY 2024

01 Chairperson: Shannon Mack
02 Present: S Arble (Clerk) and 10 members of the public.

03 Apologies: A Prentice (West Mercia Police), P Jones (Littletons 1st School) & T
Hemming (Freedom Day Centre)

04 2023 Annual Parish Meeting Minutes were approved.
05 Shannon Mack, Chairperson of the Parish Council Report:

The past year has been a busy one for the South Littleton Parish Council. We have
continued with our day-to-day activities of updating council accounts, paperwork
and contracts to ensure the smooth running of operations with all stakeholders.

Wellbeing Project

Plenty of work has been undertaken by the Wellbeing Team where enhancements
have been made to the Recreation Ground with the paths being upgraded, play
equipment being replaced where necessary and installations such as the Willow
Tunnels in South Meadows and on the Rec ground, and Herb Planters being
installed.

The Wildflower Meadow also opened last year and our first Hay Raking event was a
huge success with over 20 residents joining in to rake the hay and prepare the
ground for the winter. We are looking forward to making this an annual event and
for the meadow to grow and develop over time where the ancient wildflower seeds
resident there, can once again blossom.

We have also had 7 new benches commissioned and placed around the village, with
2 of them having been made by teams within HMP Long Lartin. These benches have
been very welcome by residents and it’s been lovely to see them in use throughout
the village.

In addition to the above, the Wellbeing Team arranged for the procurement and
installation of the fitness equipment on the Recreation Ground, and we have
recently had the installation of the information and history boards completed. There
are still more to come which will arrive in the next few months.

The team also arranged and completed the planting of Snowdrops in January, as
well as the Adkins Orchard of 17 trees planted by the South Littleton Residents on
4th February — a brilliant initiative and a wonderful community event. This led to a
collaborative project with the Vale Trust where a tree was gifted and planted by the
brook on Blacksmiths Lane replacing the Pear tree that had died.

All of the above has been possible due to the funds acquired from the Legacy grant
awarded in 2021.

Legacy Grant
We did apply for funding from the Legacy Fund to enhance the recreation facilities in

South Meadows however this was unfortunately declined and therefore the South
Meadows liaison team will be looking at other options over the coming months.



Events

The Summer fete held in June 2023 was a huge success with over 200 parishioners
attending. It was a wonderful event where our planters were unveiled and opened
by the mayor, plenty of local organisations were able to showcase their offerings and
a fun day was had by all. It was however a very time-consuming event to organise
and as such, a smaller, less formal event will be organised for 2024.

In December, the Annual Christmas Event, funded by the SLPC was held at The
Scout Hut. It was a very well attended event with a Hog Roast, Mulled wine and
mince pie offered and for the first time, children’s crafts and activities provided.
Residents were very complimentary of the new format and this will be considered
when planning the 2024 event.

Land Purchase and Maintenance on South Meadows

The Council spent a considerable amount of time arranging the purchase of land in
South Meadows in 2023 and early 2024. It had a successful outcome and we now
own the deeds to the land desired. The team have since worked incredibly hard to
ensure the area is now cleared, maintained, safe and environmentally secure. As
soon as the purchase was confirmed, a meeting was held with the residents of South
Meadows to discuss the purchase. It was a wonderful way to engage, hear new
ideas and clarify the Parish Councils position on certain concerns that had been
raised.

Governance

The Governance Team within the council have undertaken a mammoth task of
archiving all Parish documents. This is an ongoing project that requires time and
focus so will continue over the coming year.

We have also identified some restrictions and limitations with our website this past
year and as such, will be working to get our website to a higher standard and more
user-friendly.

Other

A new defibrillator was installed in South Meadows on 18th October, initiated and
led by a local parishioner. It’s been a welcome addition to the village and a
wonderful example of community spirit.

Speeding continues to be a problem in South Littleton and with the help of a special
focus group consisting of Parish Councillors and Parishioners, we are looking at
installing some new VAS equipment in the village to combat this ongoing issue. We
are also working with the local Community Police team to combat this problem.

The Safer Neighbourhood Team are running regular surgeries in the village which,
although not yet as well attended as they could be, have been very welcomed and
greatly appreciated. They are held to open dialogue between West Mercia Police and
residents of local villages, where concerns may be raised, questions answered, and
general information relayed.

Conclusion

So, all in all, it’s been a very busy year. Many thanks to all the team who volunteer
their time and energy, working incredibly hard to keep the village thriving,
constantly reviewing areas for enhancement and improvement and collaborating
with various stakeholders in the area to maintain relationships and building a
Sustainable South Littleton.

The Clerk reports the precept and related grants received in 2023-24 were
£44,500.00 and the total income received was £162,422. The balance of funds
carried forward to 2024-25 was £37,234.



The accounts are being internally audited by Mr Richard Fletcher. An external audit
will take place after a consultation period starting in June in which the public has
the right to inspect the accounts. Any parishioner wishing to examine the accounts
is invited to make an appointment with the Clerk.

We currently have 2 vacant seats on the council and are hopeful that these posts
will be filled soon.

06 Jo Lindsay, Tennis Club Report; present to offer a synopsis:

We've had an extremely busy year and continue to thrive as a community tennis
club although more members would be welcome, regardless of age and ability.

On Monday and Wednesday mornings there is a very social and friendly group of
mainly retirees, although younger players are more than welcome (coffee and cake a
specialty!) Club nights are held on Tuesday and Thursday evenings and again all are
welcome. Disabled players can be accommodated and our coach Andy has had
experience and success coaching a member of the GB Paralympic wheelchair tennis
team. The Men’s A and B and Ladies A and B teams play matches regularly in local
leagues with varying success. Our coach, Andy Reynolds, runs a thriving junior
section, adult coaching sessions and is available for private tuition.

Information on all activities can be found on Facebook and the website.

Court maintenance is an ongoing priority. We have installed LED floodlights and are
endeavouring to raise much needed money through social events and participation
in local fairs, actively seeking sponsorship and establishing a ‘100 club’ as further
improvements are needed. The carpet courts are due to be rejuvenated soon but
both they and the tarmac courts need further repairs in the not-too-distant future.
The bordering hedge has been removed and this has greatly enhanced the drying of
the playing surface and we plan to tidy up the area and plant wild flowers.

An exciting plan for the coming year is to establish Pickleball to run alongside tennis
at the club. This is a new game coming to the UK from America where it is very
popular. It is a relaxed, slower paced game played on a small court that will appeal
to a wide range of people regardless of age or level of fitness. We are looking forward
to being the first club in the area to offer this alternative game and as soon as we
have sufficient equipment, we will be holding taster sessions for anyone who is
interested. This is a new innovation so, with the Parish Council support, we intend
to apply for Section 106 funding.

We should gratefully appreciate any support or ideas from the Parish Council so
that we can continue to provide the facilities of the tennis club for the people of
Littleton and the surrounding area.

Alison Williams, Bowls Club Report; present to off a synopsis:

The club currently has 80 members from South Littleton and surrounding areas,
inclusive, all abilities welcome. Affiliated to Bowls England and Worcestershire
Bowling Association.

Stable finances although aware that the building is aging and might need significant
repair/replacement in future. Green well maintained.

Year-round bowling - Morning, Afternoon and Evening leagues in winter as well as
internal competitions. National and countywide competitions and leagues as well as
internal league and competitions throughout Summer.

Work with local community, regularly invite to taster sessions through Littleton
Link, Facebook and other notices, providing introduction sessions to cubs in June,
liaising with Tennis Club re a social event, opening bar for village BBQ etc



Looking forward, we would like to encourage more young people to play, and may
introduce ‘Bowls Bash’ - Bowls equivalent to T20 cricket - but needs significant
volunteer input - all views welcome.

07 Marguerite Kirby, WFWI Report; present to offer a synopsis:

In October last year we elected a new committee, which has advantages and
disadvantages. Like most organisations, it is sometimes difficult to recruit members
to run things. We are required to have a president, a secretary and treasurer as a
minimum on the committee.

The advantages of a new committee are lots of new ideas and, although our finances
are healthy at present, we have had several meetings where members have run the
sessions without having to hire a speaker. We have had a very sociable January
meeting where we ran a beetle drive, we have learnt how to make rag wreaths, create
pictures by flower pounding and later in the year we will be tie- dyeing and making
Christmas cake decorations.

We have also had some very engaging speakers. An actress gave a talk entitled
Theatre Shakespeare and me which held our attention through- out. A lady came
with her dog and spoke about Hearing Dogs for the deaf. Having an animal in the
room is always a winner! Our open evening, where we invite members from other
Wis, was the gardener Reg Moule, which was another successful and informative
meeting.

The WI is a campaigning organisation and this year we voted to put forward a
motion about cleaning up our rivers.

We have also made collections of food stuffs and toiletries for The Caring Hands
Food Bank in Evesham and supported the local branch of the National Childbirth
Trust with a collection of items for their baby bundles project.

Although we have attracted several new members this year, we are always looking
for more. Word of mouth seems to be the best way.

Probably our biggest challenge this year is communication. We get a lot of
information from the National Federation of Wis and, more locally, from the
Worcestershire Federation and it is all going digital from this June. Two of our
members do not have access to the internet and several of us have rather shaky
confidence and ability in the digital world. However, we are taking on the challenge,
learning a lot and, hopefully, moving forward.

08 Church Warden Report; present to offer full report:

- New priest appointed after 18 months with the post vacant
- Services six churched in Benefice

- 2 services per week in South Littleton

- Church open 3 days a week

- Church members volunteer at 1st School and Toddlers

- Collection for charities; mainly Christian Aid

- Fundraise for church maintenance

- Church in good state of repair

- Don’t own wall on the south side of the path

- Grateful for help provided by SLPC

09 The meeting closed at 7:45pm.

Minutes prepared by Sean Arble, Clerk to the Council, on 01 August 2024.



