February 2026 Monthly Parish Council Report

This months 12 meetings have included
· A full afternoon with Highways discussing and reviewing highway signage in Pebworth
· January Planning Committee – where an application in Pebworth was refused against officers recommendation on conservation grounds and previous Inspectors decisions
· A lengthy County council full council meeting discussing budgets and financial matters
· Hampton Bridge, Evesham is now to be funded from the Local Transport Fund, government grant rather than the County’s capital projects after a suggestion by me, as its an active travel project. This will mean it will now happen fairly soon, rather than being delayed further with the danger of further cost increases
· Wychavon had a special council meeting to approve a new Community Infrastructure levy consultation period, so it is inline with the SWDPR and also the Riverside Shopping Centre. 
· I have left both the Environment Overview & Scrutiny panel and the Health Overview & Scrutiny panel at County this month, due to other work commitments but I will still be on Hereford & Worcester Fire Authority. 
· Have had discussions with residents, officers and fellow Councillors about he proposed closure of the SEND residential provision at the Vale of Evesham School, this I am working on with my colleagues in Evesham South. 
· Hereford & Worcester Fire Authority’s, Chief Fire Officer attended the County Council’s meeting in January to give his annual report and highlighted the financial situation due to reductions in funding from the Government. I assisted in my Vice Chairs role 
Don’t Forget -South Worcestershire Development Plan is out for its final review before it is officially adopted. You have until 5pm 17th February to submit a response. 
Riverside Shopping Centre, Evesham to be bought by Wychavon District Council for regeneration 
Negotiations with an external funding partner, which isn’t being named at this time due to commercial confidentiality, are entering the final stages. They are expected to be completed in time for the sale to go through by the end of March.
 The deal will also see Wychavon take ownership of units in Market Square – except for The Roundhouse, which is owned by NatWest - and some along Bridge Street, including Marilyn’s Nightclub. All existing tenancies will be honoured, and businesses will continue to trade. Wychavon intends to open discussions with Evesham Town Council about the potential transfer of Evesham Town Hall and the unit underneath currently occupied by The Valkyrie Bar.
 The intention is to redevelop the site into a mixed-use residential, leisure and retail development in line with the Evesham Town Centre Investment Prospectus. Improvements will also be made to public spaces in and around Market Square and Bridge Street, with the aim of better connecting the town centre to Abbey Park and opening up views to the River Avon. Evesham Public Hall will also be refurbished.
 A planning application to demolish the centre is expected to be submitted in April. An application for the redevelopment will be submitted at a later date, once a development partner has been appointed. A public consultation is also planned to help shape the redevelopment proposal. Details will be released at a later date.
Sheenhill Solar Farm Update – all core development at this site is postponed for the foreseeable future, which is good news, this is due to connection capacity not being available through the National Energy System Operator (NESO) at the current time. 
Honeybourne, High Street Pedestrian Crossing
A full survey has been undertaken to determine whether a pedestrian crossing can be installed to help people cross from the village hall path. Unfortunately due to the geometry of the highway it does not permit the installation of a controlled crossing. I have asked that a review of the signage along High Street is undertaken to see if any improvements or amendments can be made. 
Bretforton Vehicle Activated Sign –
An additional Vehicle Activated Sign for the parish has been purchased from my locally determined highways fund, this should have with some of the traffic issues. There will also be horse warning triangles installed at the Stoneford Lane Crossroads. 
