June 2026 Report from Wychavon District Councillor Judith Ciotti to Parish Councils.

· Wychavon Growth Fund: this £15,000 match-funded initiative has been launched to drive productivity and jobs in SMEs in towns and rural areas of the district. For information see www.wychavon.gov.uk/growth . Enquiries to growth@wychavon.gov.uk . A separate Communities Grant is on its way.
· Places of Worship Renewal Fund and Heritage At Risk Capital Fund (HAR): Historic England has opened 2 funds for applications funded by the Dept. of Culture Media & Sport. The deadlines for both are quite imminent however there will be another round later in the year. www.historicengland.org.uk

· We are Wychavon Plan: Environment Promises - one of the promises is to restore and improve 28 hectares of land (owned by Wychavon) around Fish Hill, Broadway. I was excited to be part of a visit recently by the Climate and Nature Panel to the site guided by two of the Environmental Officers involved in the work, where we were shown progress so far and learned about the plans for the next 2 years for these priority habitats including semi-natural woodland and culturally significant landscape.

· Renters Rights Act: the act came into force recently and makes significant changes to private renting. In short :
Section 21 ‘no fault’ evictions have ended
All tenancies are now periodic and fixed terms are no longer used.
Rent increases are limited to once per year with at least 2 month written notice.
Tenants can request pets and landlords must give a reasonable explanation.
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