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Editor’s letter 

Dear All 

Welcome to the July edition of The Littleton Link.  

I’m writing this on 21 June, the summer solstice. In the next 
few days we’re expecting high June temperatures, plus 
humidity. Not the weather that I like at all. A couple of months 
ago the RSPB told us all to stop feeding the birds in order to 
help stop the spread of disease. During the hot weather of 
summer though we need to remember to keep our birds and 
other wildlife hydrated. If you have a birdbath try to 
remember to keep it topped up, otherwise leave a dish of 
water out if you can. It’s not just the birds that need the 
hydration, hedgehogs, bees and other insects will appreciate 
your care too. 

In this edition we’ve got updates from our regular 
contributors and more dates for your diary. Hopefully you’ll 
find something to interest you and to get involved in. 
Whatever you get up to this summer keep safe and hydrated.     

Kind regards, 
Mary  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover: Hollyhock season (Mary Keeling) 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Day & 
Date 

Event Time Location 

Wed 1 Jul Wednesday Club  2 to 4 pm Village Hall 

Fri 10 Jul Freedom's Anniversary 
Party 

10:30 to 3 
pm 

Bretforton 
Community 
Club 

Fri 10 Jul 
South Littleton Parish 
Council meeting 4pm 

Littleton Bowls 
Club 

Fri 10 Jul 
Quiz night 

7:30pm 
start 

Offenham RBL 
Club 

Sat 11 Jul 
Strawberry Cream Teas 

2:30 to 4:30 
pm Scout Hut 

Tue 14 Jul 
Littletons WI 

7 for 7:30 
pm Village Hall 

Wed 15 Jul 
N&M Littleton Parish 
Council meeting 7 pm Village Hall 

Tue 28 Jul 
Mobile Library 

10:40 to 
11:15 various 

Wed 5 Aug Wednesday Club  2 to 4 pm Village Hall 
Wed 2 
Sept Wednesday Club  2 to 4 pm Village Hall 

Sat 5 Sept 
Summer Community 
BBQ 

4pm to 
7pm 

Recreation 
Ground 

Tue 8 Sept Littletons WI 
7 for 7:30 
pm Village Hall 

Sat 26 Sept 
Macmillan Coffee 
Morning 

10:30 to 
12:30 Village Hall 

The Littleton Link is also available online on both Parish Council 
websites        

 
Deadline for entries for August edition is Fri-17-July 
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LITTLETON WEDNESDAY CLUB 

For our June meeting we welcomed Gary Farmer from Vale Landscape 
Heritage Trust (VLHT). We all sat and listened as he gave us a very 
interesting and entertaining talk about his work with the Trust. Gary 
was so enthusiastic he was a pleasure to listen to and we hope he will 
come back again at a future date. Before leaving Gary sampled some of 
the cake and tea that was served to round the afternoon off.  

Future  meetings: 

July 1  Afternoon tea 
August 5 Carvery (delivered to us by the Round of Gras (last date 

for orders 15-July) 
September 2 Teams4u Christmas Shoebox appeal 
 
We’re here for just 2 hours per month, on the first Wednesday, in the 
Village Hall from 2 to 4pm. We’re here for anyone seeking a bit of 
company and a chat with someone different. We have no age 
restricƟons on aƩendees and welcome both men and women to come 
in and take a look and join in. The 2pm start is emphasised to enable 
organised acƟviƟes to be on Ɵme and we finish by 4pm so we can get 
home in the daylight and enjoy any evening acƟviƟes.  
 
We would like to express our thanks to the Parent & Toddler group 
who meet on a Wednesday morning for generously putting tables and 
chairs in place for us. It is really appreciated.  
 
If you would like any further information, please contact us:  

Mary or Graham 01386 830273 or Marion Brighton 01905 909125  
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LITTLETONS WI 

For our June meeƟng Marguerite introduced our guest speaker for the 
evening - Nicky Newcombe, a singing and piano teacher, who runs the 
company Vivo Voce. Nicky explained her love of music and singing 
began at the age of 6 when she started piano lessons, later adding in 
violin lessons at age 8. She went on to study at Exeter University and in 
Birmingham before working in mainstream educaƟon teaching music. 
In 2013 Nicky set up her business teaching all ages and all genres of 
music. Her belief is that music can enhance our lives improving 
posture, lung capacity and more importantly our mood. Some of her 
clients include those with demenƟa and Parkinson’s disease. 

Nicky demonstrated correct breathing control and sounding of vowels 
and consonants with our members joining in. There was great hilarity 
as we pracƟsed some dicƟon.  We then sang a Folk song in three 
groups joining together which our members enjoyed. 

Refreshments were enjoyed by all. The compeƟƟon of a piece of your 
own embroidery was won by Lynne, second was Lou with Sally and 
Fiona sharing third place.  

Our next meeƟng is on July 14th when we will be playing Handbag 
Bingo. 

Our open September meeƟng is on the 8th when Simon Gulliver will be 
revealing the Secret Life of Trees. 

Please contact liƩletonssec@wfedwi.org for more informaƟon. 
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Blackminster Middle & Littletons First 
School Scientists 

 
Mrs Barrett and Mrs Jones from Blackminster Middle School's science 
department had a lovely time at The Littleton's First School this week. 
They went along with trays of equipment (and two 
of our lovely Year 8 students!) and worked with 
Littletons pupils. They made an indicator from red 
cabbage, and used it to test all sorts of substances 
to see whether they were acids, alkalis or neutral.  
 
It's a pleasure to work with our friends in our 
partner first schools, and we believe it's a great 
thing for pupils who will be coming to us in the future to have already 
worked with Blackminster teachers (and students!).  
 
Thank you, Littletons, for having us - we hope you enjoyed being 
scientists for the morning!  
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NORTH & MIDDLE LITTLETON PARISH 
COUNCIL 

 
Items discussed at the June meeting  

 
Neighbourhood Plan: This is being progressed.  
 
Village Survey:  This was included within the June edition of the Link. 
All households within the parishes of North & Middle Littleton are 
requested to complete this to enable a true picture of our parish to be 
established. If you didn’t receive a copy or have lost yours please 
contact the Clerk: clerk@northandmiddlelittleton-pc.gov.uk 
 
Telephone Kiosk – Middle Littleton: Discussions are taking place 
regarding the future of this kiosk. 
 
Parking in School Lane: This is a continuing problem with vehicles 
being parked on the roadside. Vehicle drivers are requested to respect 
the private driveways of residents when using School Lane.  
 
Bench – North Littleton: As reported last month a new seat has been 
placed on East Side. However, it has been noted that vehicles are 
parking on the area of grass verge in front of the new bench. 
Parishioners are requested to be mindful of the people using the seat 
and refrain from parking on the grass verge.  
 
HGV transport: Concern was again expressed regarding the number of 
large vehicles using Blakes Hill/Pebworth Road. This has been reported 
to Worcestershire County Council and we are still waiting for a 
response. 
 
Fish & Anchor: Following an accident occurring on the bend by the Fish 
& Anchor a request has been made to Worcestershire County Council 
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for the chevrons on the bend to be reinstated for safety reason. We 
are still waiting for a response.  
 
Hedges:  Landowners who have hedges near footpaths or the roadside 
are requested, where possible, to cut back overhanging branches and 
brambles. 
 
VA Signs: The data from these were discussed. Vehicles are still 
exceeding limits in the village. These are excessive and drivers are 
requested to reduce their speed when travelling through the parish. 
 
Street Lighting: As the parish is now part of the Worcestershire County 
Council lighting initiative, any street lighting issues can be reported 
direct to them. Either telephone 01905 763763 or the fault can be 
reported online via the county council website. The other alternative is  
to contact the clerk with the details of the fault and position of lamp.  
 
Clerk: Marion Brighton     clerk@northandmiddlelittleton-pc.gov.uk  
Parish website: https://www.northandmiddlelittleton-pc.gov.uk/  
Parish Councillors: James Haywood, Martin Burge, Ian Jones, Sandra 
Jackson, John Taylor, Marsha Wilkins and Paul Fernandez. 
 
Next meeting scheduled for Wednesday 15 July 2026 at 7pm in the 
Village Hall.  
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SOUTH LITTLETON PARISH COUNCIL  
 

As we move into July, the Parish Council continues to focus on 
maintaining and improving our village facilities, supporting community 
projects and planning for the months ahead. 

PLAY AREA AND RECREATION GROUND IMPROVEMENTS 

Over the last few weeks, we have carried out 
maintenance work on the willow tunnel within 
the Recreation Ground playground. Further 
maintenance work has also been scheduled for 
the willow tunnel at South Meadows.  While we 
were there, we gave our orchard some TLC so all 
the trees are looking great and are thriving. 

   
We have also recently replaced the safety matting 
on top of the play tunnel within the playground to 
ensure it remains safe and accessible for all users. 
Unfortunately, we have had to remove the rope 
from the climbing ladder due to health and safety 
concerns. A replacement rope has already been 
ordered and we hope to have this installed as soon as possible. 

In the meantime, we would ask all parents, carers and children to take 
extra care when using the playground and to let us know if you see 
anything else requiring attention. 

KEEPING OUR VILLAGE TIDY 

As always, it is wonderful to see our shared spaces being well used 
throughout the summer months. However, this often brings an 
increase in litter. 
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We would kindly ask everyone to help keep our village looking its best 
by taking any rubbish home or using the bins provided. A small effort 
from each of us makes a big difference to maintaining the appearance 
of our village for everyone to enjoy. 

The Parish Council will also be organising a number of community litter 
picks over the summer. Please keep an eye on our Facebook page for 
dates and details of how to get involved. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We are always grateful for volunteers to assist with upcoming planting 
and maintenance days throughout the parish. 

Whether you can spare an hour or a full morning, your help makes a 
real difference to the appearance and wellbeing of our community. If 
you would like to get involved, please email 
clerk@southlittleton.org.uk . 

COMMUNITY BUILDER 

The Council is continuing to explore the introduction of a Community 
Builder role aimed at strengthening connections across the village and 
supporting residents of all ages. 

Working in a flexible and responsive way, this paid, part-time role 
would focus on bringing people together, supporting local activities 
and helping to reduce isolation. This could include informal support for 
residents, helping to organise community gatherings such as coffee 
mornings and improving communication across the parish. 

The role would also encourage volunteering, identify local skills and 
community assets, and support ideas or initiatives that help enhance 
village life. By working closely with residents and local groups, the aim 
is to build a stronger, more connected and inclusive community. 



17 
 

If you are interested in hearing more about this opportunity, please 
email clerk@southlittleton.org.uk 

SUMMER COMMUNITY BBQ 

We are delighted to confirm that our Summer Community BBQ will 
take place on Saturday 5 September from 4pm to 7pm. 

 

CLERK VACANCY 

Following the resignation of our Clerk, Sean Arble, the Parish Council is 
now recruiting for a new Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer. 

This is a key role within the Council and an excellent opportunity for 
someone looking to support their local community and play an 
important part in parish life. 
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If you would like more information about the position, please contact 
Shannon Cawood at shannon@southlittleton.org.uk 

We would like to thank Sean for his contributions over the past 5 years 
and wish him well for the future. 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 

To keep up to date with council news, events, consultations, 
volunteering opportunities and community information, please follow 
the South Littleton Parish Council Facebook page. 

We regularly share updates and announcements that may be of 
interest to residents. 

NEXT MEETING – PLEASE NOTE DATE & TIME CHANGE 

Our next Parish Council meeting will take place on Friday 10th July at 
The Littletons Bowls Club, commencing at 4:00pm. 

We wish everyone a safe and enjoyable summer and thank you for 
your continued support. 

South Littleton Parish Council 

Chair: Shannon Cawood 

Councillors: Sally Ashwin, Shannon Cawood, Debbie Jones, Roger 
Jones, Hannah Robson, Helen Quigley-York, Victoria Sevier, Tim Ward 
and David Wootten 
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North and Middle Littleton Summer 
Trail 

 
Thank you to everyone who helped make the June event such a 
resounding success.  
 
Trail maps were collected from 
the church before visitors set off 
around the villages to explore 
the seven properties that were 
open, including stunning 
gardens, a smallholding with 
ducks and Paxo the turkey, a 

dovecote and a cider mill. 
  
It was wonderful to see families walking 
around the village and chatting with 
homeowners, and everyone taking part 
enjoyed the occasion in warm, dry 
weather. 
  

Together, the open gardens, plant stall, tombola, lucky dip, teas and 
cakes raised over £400 for St 
Nicholas Church.  
 
Thank you to all the villagers 
who supported the event. 
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LITTLETON FOOTBALL CLUB  
 
 

After a competitive season Littleton finished in third place in the 
Hummel Herefordshire Football League. As yet we have not been 
notified of the league Littleton will play in next season. 
 
Friendly fixtures are being organised before the beginning of the 
2026/2027 season and these will be advertised when known. 
 
We will be promoting the club during the closed season and look 
forward to volunteers joining the existing group who work tirelessly for 
the club. 
 
Youth teams were also playing this season under the umbrella of 
Littleton FC. Their home fixtures have been played at Blackminster 
Middle School on Saturday mornings. 
 
We’d like to extend a plea for volunteers to join the team who carry 
out the essential everyday tasks of the club to proceed in competitive 
football. These tasks are not onerous but to enable the club to flourish 
they are an important part of the structure of the club. 
 
If you’d like to support the club in a financial way you can sponsor the 
team in many ways. This can be done by sponsors for match day balls, 
home games, players, pitch side advertisements. Your name/company 
would be promoted on a sponsor board. 
 
For any information regarding volunteering or sponsorship please 
contact Marion Brighton on 01905 909125 or email 
littletonfc@outlook.com who will be pleased to help. 
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LITTLETON FOOTBALL CLUB  
 

MORE DEVELOPMENT. MORE GROWTH  
 
As Littleton FC continues to grow, we're committed to providing the 
very best opportunities for 
our players at every age 
group. 
 
That's why we're delighted to 
be working in collaboration 
with Next Phase 
Goalkeeping, bringing 
specialist goalkeeper 
coaching to the club for 
aspiring young keepers aged 
U7-U16. 
 
This is another exciting step 
forward for Littleton FC as 
we continue to invest in 
player development across 
our boys', girls', junior and 
senior sections. 
 
From new teams and 
pathways to specialist 
coaching opportunities, we're creating an environment where players 
can learn, develop and enjoy their football. 

Every Thursday 
5pm-6pm (U7s-U12s) 
6pm-7pm (U13s-U16s) 

Come along & get involved!! 
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Who are your local Neighbourhood 
Officers for the ‘Rural 
North’ area? 
The Local Team 
Your local Neighbourhood Police Officers are PC 
Alex Prentice, PC Shaquille Lakin and PC Eve Marshall. Your local Police 
Community Support Officers are PCSO Jasmine Hill and PCSO Lee 
Stirling. Please feel free to contact the team via 
email: eveshamrn.snt@westmercia.police.uk. 
  
The team is known as the Evesham and Pershore Rural Safer 
Neighbourhood Team. The team have 2 Facebook pages, 'Evesham 
Police' and 'Pershore Police'. Please follow these to keep up to date 
with our activities and to see when our local drop in/engagement 
sessions are. 
  
Speed Enforcement 
TruCam has officially arrived in Evesham, Pershore and the 
surrounding villages. Your local Safer Neighbourhood Officers are now 
fully trained and equipped to use this speed enforcement device as 
part of ongoing efforts to keep our communities safe. 
  
What you need to know: 
TruCam is used to detect vehicles exceeding the speed limit 
Offences are recorded digitally 
Data is downloaded automatically 
Anyone caught speeding will receive a ticket by post 
  
Sign up to Neighbourhood Matters! 
Drop-in sessions are held weekly around the patch. If you have 
anything you wish to discuss, please pop along to one of these 
sessions. These sessions are advertised on Neighbourhood Matters. 
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Neighbourhood Matters is a free service which allows you to receive 
updates regarding crime in your area and also allows you to message 
your local officer. Take a look at the website for further 
information: https://neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk/. 
Please feel free to come to any session you see advertised, you do not 
have to live in the village to attend. If you know people who do not 
have access to the internet, please feel free to share the information. 
The more people who know about these drop-ins, the better! 
  
Reporting Incidents 
Please remember to report crime and any incidents via 999, 101 or on 
the West Mercia website. Please do not email/ring/text individual 
officers if a crime has happened, this needs to be reported officially 
through the correct channels. 
  
  

 
 
Freedom Fields Festival returns 25-26 July! Two days of live music, 
delicious vegan street food, talks, workshops, yoga and a kids' area. All 
here on the farm, surrounded by our 600+ rescued residents. Find out 
more here: https://thefarmanimalsanctuary.co.uk/event/freedom-
fields-festival-2026/ 
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BENEFICE OF EAST VALE AND AVON 
VILLAGES 

 
The parishes of North & Middle Littleton and South Littleton are both 
members of the United Benefice of East Vale and Avon Villages. The 
Priest in Charge of the Benefice (Badsey, Bretforton, Offenham, The 
Littletons & Cleeve Prior) is the Revd Joanna Fielding who can be 
contacted on 07561 823135 (WhatsApp & phone) or 01386 339669. 
Please get in touch with Jo directly for any enquiries about weddings, 
baptisms, funerals across our group of parishes. Alternatively, you can 
contact our administrator, Faith, on eastvaleavon.churches@gmail.com 
For more details visit the Benefice website: www.eastvaleavon.com 
where you will also find all the services available.  
 
Information from St Nicholas Church at North & Middle 

St Nicholas Church is available for Weddings, Funerals 
and Baptisms. Before all bookings a dedicated team of 
volunteers make a thorough clean of the facilities.  

Information from St Michaels Church at South    

 

For general enquires relating to St Michaels Church, 
please contact the Churchwardens Robert Johnson 
01386 831504 or Sue Jinks 01386 831553. For more 
information on St Michael’s please visit our web site: 
www.southlittletonchurch.co.uk   
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From the Parish Registers – May 2026 

Baptisms 
Badsey Elsie Thomas 
Weddings 

Badsey 
Beth Roden and Sam Green  
Patricia Wilkinson and 
Graham Wilkinson 

Bretforton Josie Tate and Sam Levine 
Funerals or committal of ashes 
Badsey Beryl Osborne 

 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY  
The mobile library service normally visits the Littletons on the 4th 

Tuesday of the month. The next scheduled visit will be on 28 July at the 
following times:  

 10:40 to 10:55 – North Littleton, The Ivy  
 11:00 to 11:15 – Middle Littleton, Village Hall  
 No longer visiting South Littleton due to lack of use  

  
  

Enquiries about this service should be made by contacting: TEL: 01905 
822722 or emailing mobilelibraries@worcestershire.gov.uk 
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July 2026 

Paper bag party Ɵme  

Hello! 

Did you enjoy team games at school or avoid them whenever possible?  
Maybe you sƟll love them and play whenever possible.  As a child, I was 
oŌen ill at home – and even when I was at school, I was very small for 
my age – and rubbish at PE, which meant that I was usually last to get 
picked for team games.  Years later I am sƟll not super keen on 
anything involving running around on a court or a sports field – but the 
experience – combined with a bunch of other stuff that I value – has 
also meant that I try to make sure that everyone can feel invited and 
included as much as possible in church, and events across each week.   

SomeƟmes we get it badly wrong – someƟmes despite the best of 
intenƟons – or because we make assumpƟons that turn out to be way 
off the mark. But now and again, we try something new – and it works 
brilliantly.  When I first started visiƟng our schools, one of them had a 
tradiƟon of holding a service of Holy Communion occasionally, but I 
noƟced that when we did, none of the children and only one staff 
member wanted to receive anything. Instead, everyone sat through the 
service without much enthusiasm and seemed uncomfortable with 
what was going on. It did not feel good!  So, I wondered: could we do 
this beƩer?  What could we do to enable everyone – adults and 
children – feel happy to be there, and to understand what we were 
doing, and feel absolutely included and even enjoy it?  

Then I remembered something from a summer fesƟval communion 
service and went shopping….  On the day, they sat in mulƟ-year groups 
where they talked about what they thought was going on in a painƟng 
we looked at and explored the links between that and the story of 
Jesus using a child’s picnic lunch to feed a massive crowd.  We sang 



34 
 

some of their favourite songs. And then aŌer hearing about the last 
party meal that Jesus shared with his friends, the oldest child in each 
group opened a bright coloured paper bag to find a boƩle of water, 
some liƩle cups, and exactly a pack of iced biscuits, one for each child 
or adult in the group – and we ate the biscuits and drank our water all 
together.  I could see and hear how much everyone was enjoying it – 
smiles all round, empty biscuit packs in the bags and “When can we do 
this again?” 

Church services – weddings, bapƟsms, Sunday services can feel really 
uncomfortable for anyone who isn’t used to them.  Strange books, 
unfamiliar music, weird words, invitaƟons to stand or sit at random 
Ɵmes. Readings from words wriƩen in another language over a 
thousand years ago. For some people, this is all deeply familiar and 
comforƟng – but for others, it can feel very strange – like we don’t 
belong here. But my job as your vicar – and the job of anyone else in 
our churches – is to find ways of making everyone feel included and 
welcome. Why? Because Jesus spent his whole life doing exactly that.  
He told stories about God’s love; he shared meals with anyone who 
invited him and spent Ɵme with the people who were ignored by 
others. He knew that God’s love is offered to everyone. This is not 
always an easy thing to remember – especially when we think about 
some of the terrible things that happen around us. But hard or easy, it 
is sƟll true – and Jesus leŌ very clear instrucƟons that his followers 
should keep right on with that invitaƟon to anyone who needs to hear 
it or see it.  I hope you hear and feel that welcome if you are at 
anything that we do – whether it is a mid-week coffee morning, aŌer-
school club like Story Explorers, a wedding, or a Sunday service.  We 
are all welcome.   

Rev. Jo Fielding   
Revjo.eastvale@gmail.com     

Tel 07561 823135 
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This notice is reproduced with the kind permission of 
Surrey Wildlife Trust as this message applies to the whole 

of the UK. 
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Editor information 
Entries and enquiries for the next Link should be 

sent to Mary Keeling at: 
littletonlinkeditor@gmail.com 

 

Deadline for August entries is Friday 17 July  
 

 All entries should be spell checked beforehand, I do not accept 
responsibility for any incorrect information or spelling errors. 

 When emailing information please use Word A5 format (not 
PDF) or paste information directly into the email. 

 Any pictures for front cover need to be A5 Portrait .jpg 
 The editor reserves the right to amend contents of articles for 

length. 
 Content of articles and advertisements are the responsibility of 

their authors, not the Editor or Parish Councils, so care should 
be taken to see that all information is legal and correct before 
posting to the editor. It should be noted that adverts are not 
endorsed by either the Editor or Parish Councils and no liability 
will be accepted by either. 

 
For information regarding advertising please contact the editor for 
details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Printed copies of The Littleton Link are available from The Littletons Village Hall, St Nicholas 
Church (in the parish of North & Middle Littleton), St Michael’s Church (in South Littleton) 

and the shop in South Littleton for those parishioners who do not get a copy delivered 
through their door. 


